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3.  Skills Challenge: Plant Identification 
 
Identifying plants is an important job in rangeland management and knowing what plants are growing 
where is a primary factor when making land management decisions. Land managers work closely with 
botanists (botanists study plants and how they work) to make sure they identify plants correctly. Once 
they know what the plant is, they can then explore ways to manipulate them to achieve the goals on the 
rangelands. 
 
Identifying plants can be a challenge but with practices it can also be fun! Identification starts with 
observing the plant characteristics—as described above—and then distinguishing between different 
plants. Every plant is unique, the questions is, can you find how they are unique? 
 
Do: 
Study the plants from the plant list (on the next page). Learning to identify plants by sights is an 
excellent skills to have! Links to herbarium mounts for each plant can be found at idrange.org 
 
 

 

Plant Apps (available on Apple and Android products) 

Idaho Wildflowers Search Idaho Grasses PictureThis  

 
 

 
 
 
Words to Explore*: 

 Herbaceous: Non-woody plant growth 

 Monitor: The orderly collection, analysis, and interpretation of resource data to evaluate 
progress toward meeting management objectives. This process must be conducted over 
time in order to determine whether or not management objectives are being met. 

 Morphology: The form and structure of an organism, with special emphasis on external 
features. 

 Woody: A term used in reference to trees, shrubs or browse that characteristically contain 
persistent ligneous material. 

*Definitions from the Society for Range Management Glossary of Terms 

 
Additional Resources 

 Visit the https://idrange.org/education-2/i-roam-curriculum/ for each topic to see videos and 
other additional educational links and materials. 

 Visit: plants.usda.gov for more information on each plant.   
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