Take a small clump of moistened soil and knead between fingers and thumb

Is the soil Yes Can it be moulded to form No
sandy or gritty? > a ball? > SAND
Yes
No ¢' Yes
Does the ball of soil break P LOAMY SAND
up easily?
#"“ L p» SANDY LOAM
Does the soil / Yes
Y feel smooth and silky? P SANDY SILT LOAM
When moulded into a ball, is Yes
it buttery and easily deformed? p- SILT LOAM
No Yes
No P SANDY CLAY LOAM
When smeared between finger and thumb —J» Does the soil ) / Yes
does the soil take a strong polish and is it feel sandy or gritty? 3 SILTY CLAY LOAM
< P feel smooth and soapy?__N©
Yes ee PYf——— cLAY LOAM
Yes
/ P SANDY CLAY
Does the soil No Does the soil Yes
feel sandy or gritty? P feel smooth and soapy? P SILTY CLAY
\ No
> cLay

Hand Texturing of Soil, http://www.soil-net.com/sm3objects/activities/Activity HandTexturing1.pdf
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