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Did you know that nearly half of Idaho is classified
as rangeland? These lands are not irrigated,
cultivated, forested or urbanized in any way.

Eighty percent of rangelands are managed by either
a federal or state agency. The remaining twenty
percent is private land. Land ownership is not
identified by fences in much of the west.

It is essential for the citizens of Idaho to have a
good understanding of ecology and management of
rangeland.

Contact the Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission
to learn more.

y A

AN IDAHO RANGELAND
\ '~ RESOURCE COMMISSION

PO Box 126, Emmett, ID 83617
idrange.org or lifeontherange.org

irrc@idrange.org + 208.398.7002
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IDAHO RANGELAND}

Plant Classification Guide
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SHRUBS}Woody Plants Smaller than a Tree IDAHO}Has Five Types of Rangeland

Shrubs are woody like Pacific
a tree but have many Bunchgrass
branches. They provide
food and shelter for

many animals.

Wildflowers are also
called forbs. These
plants have bright
flowers and broad Salt Desert
leaves. Forbs are great Shrubland
for bees and other
pollinators.

Coniferous Forest &
Mountain Meadow

Sagebrush Grassland

Juniper
Woodland
15
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RANGELAND}Idaho is Almost Half Rangeland GRASS}The Pojaceae Family

14

Rangeland is not farmed, cultivated, irrigated
or forested with dense trees.

Rangeland receives between 0-30 inches of
rain per year On average, Boise receives 12
inches of annual rain.

In Idaho, 49% of the land is rangeland.

In the United States, rangeland is home to 84%
of the mammals, 74% of the birds, 58% of the
amphibians and 38% of the fish.

In Idaho, 80% of rangeland is public land ,
(owned by federal or state government). The GRASS LIKE}Sedge And Rush  Grasses are important
' food for grazing animals

other 20% was set’FIed by homesteaders anq is like elk and cattle.
privately owned. Private rangeland usually is
more productive and has sources of water.

Sedges have edges and
rushes are round.

Rushes Have,
Solid Stems
With Leaves

n Two Sides
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ROOTS}Deliver Food and Water GRASS FLOWER}PrOduceS Seed

Awn

Idahof Arrowleaf

Fescue Balsamroot

!

Flowers
And
Seeds

Grasses have flowers,
but they are not very
pretty. They are small
and not very colorful.
Grass flowers also turn

into seeds.

)

| 4’1
\ 4’

v/,
Iy
/

'A

Panicle Spike

Inflorescence Inflorescence 13



