
 

 

The Idaho Rangeland Resources Commission produced the Life on the Range “Wolves in 

Idaho” 5-part series as an educational resource investigating the impact of wolves on ranches in 

Idaho.  This study guide is designed to assist both educators and students on many of the topics 

covered in each segment.  

 

Each of these videos leads into the next one. Understanding the history, the perspectives 

of many of the impacted people, the challenges of raising livestock in Idaho, the research on wolf 

and livestock interactions, and the management restrictions based upon laws all contribute to a 

clear understanding of this complicated issue. 

 

For more information or questions, please contact Gretchen Hyde at ghyde@idrange.org 

or (208)398-7002.   

  

mailto:ghyde@idrange.org


 

Part 1:  History of Wolves in Idaho: 

1. What congressional act encouraged settlement of the west? 

2.  Name a major threat to early pioneers. 

3. Why was the Taylor Grazing Act important and what did it allow to happen? 

4. What law passed in 1938 and what did it allow to happen? 

5. What occurred during the 1970’s that started the environmental movement? 



6. What year was the grey wolf listed on the endangered species? 

7. What were the two sides to the reintroduction of the wolves? 

8. When were wolves introduced and where were they introduced? 

9. What was allowed to happen when the wolf was listed as an experimental non-essential 

population? 

 

  



 

 

Wolves Part 2: Reintroduction in Idaho (1995-2011): 

1. What was the initial goal number of wolves in Central Idaho? 

2. How long did it take to reach these goals? 

3. How long did it take for wolves to prey on livestock? 

4. How far did the wolves travel? 

5. What was the number of wolves in 2006? What was the number of packs? 



6. How many cattle, sheep, and dogs were killed/? 

7. When were wolves first delisted? 

8. When was the first wolf hunting season? 

 

  



 

Wolves Part 3: Meet Jay & Chyenne Smith—raising livestock in Idaho: 

1. What groups worked to improve the irrigation system? 

2. Why was it important to Carmen Creek? 

3. What types of grazing system was used in the Badger Springs allotment? 

 

  



 

 

Wolves Part 4: Unforeseen impacts caused by wolves in Idaho: 

1. How many counties in Idaho have been affected by wolf predation? 

2. How do wolves affect herding dogs? 

3. How do wolves affect cattle grazing?  

4. How many ranchers have been affected by wolves? 

5. List the costs to ranchers due to wolves? 



 

Wolves Part 5: Future Wolf Management in Idaho: 

1. What are two nonlethal actions to protect against wolves mentioned in the video? 

2. What is the down-side to nonlethal control of wolves? 

3. How does Idaho Fish and Game monitor the number of wolves? 

4. What is the number of wolves Idaho Fish and Game wants to acheive? 

5. Since 1995 how many confirmed cattle kills due wolves? Sheep? Guard dogs? 

6. How many ranchers have been impacted by wolves and what is the dollar value? 


