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Walk with Weeds- Noxious Weed’s Backyard or Yours? 

Created by:  Kim Schumacher Date:   

Subject: Science, Language Arts Grade Level: 3rd & 4th  

Time Required: 30-minutes (1 class 

period)  

Standards:  

         Reading: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:7 

 

Overview The students will view weeds on the Idaho Weed Awareness site using the 
virtual field guide. They will identify the weed and location and record the 
information in their charts to present to the class.  

Goal(s) & 

Objective(s) 

1. Students will be able to identify noxious weeds and present the 
location and characteristics of the noxious weeds in their region to 
the class.  

 

Materials 1. Computer 
2. Pencil 
3. Copies of Region Charts (enough for each student to fill out) 

 

 

Teaching Activities: 

Instructional 

Approaches/Strategies 

 

Procedures 

1. Divide students into 4 groups 
2. Have each group complete weed worksheet for 1 region (there are 4 

regions: Northern Idaho, Treasure Valley, Treasure Valley-North Ada 
County, and Eastern Idaho) 

3. Go to www.idahoweedawareness.org  Find the virtual map of Idaho 
in the virtual field guide.  Click on Region 1 and find the  panoramic 
sites: (see chart below)  
 

4. After completion have students present their findings on their groups 
region to the class. 

 

Assessment: Grade presentations- students should have all required information.  

Variations:  

 
 This could be done individually using a computer lab, or as a whole class & students could 

follow along and fill out chart as you go.  

Attachments: 

Noxious Weeds- Region Charts (3 charts) 

 

http://www.idahoweedawareness.org/
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Complete the following table. Choose 2 weeds from your region that are NOT already listed. 

 

Region 1-Northern Idaho 

 

Noxious Weed Location 2 Characteristic 

Meadow Hawkweed 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yellow Starthistle 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Crupina 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalmation Toadflax 
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Complete the following table. Choose 2 weeds from your region that are NOT already listed. 
 

Region 2-Treasure Valley 

 

Noxious Weed Location 2 Characteristic 

Leafy Spurge 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Purple Loosestrife 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parrot Feather 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diffuse Knapweed 
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Complete the following table. Choose 2 weeds from your region that are NOT already listed. 
 

Region 2-Treasure Valley-  

North Ada County 

 

Noxious Weed Location 2 Characteristic 

Canada Thistle 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Perennial Pepperweed 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rush Skeleton Weed 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalmatian Toadflax 
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Complete the following table. Choose 2 weeds from your region that are NOT already listed. 
 

Region 4-Eastern Idaho 

 

Noxious Weed Location 2 Characteristic 

Yellow Toadflax 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Dyers Woad 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hounds Tongue 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Musk Thistle 
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 Walk with Weeds: Invent a Weed 

Created by:  Kim Schumacher Date:   

Subject: Science, Language Arts Grade Level: 3rd & 4th  

Time Required: 30-60 minutes (1-2) 

class periods)  

Standards:  
                            Standard 1: Nature of Science 

 

Overview Students will take their knowledge of noxious weeds to create a “new” weed. 
 

Goal(s) & 

Objective(s) 

1. The students will be able to match names/photos of noxious weeds to 
a description.  

 

Prerequisites & 

Materials 

1-Previous knowledge of noxious weeds: they need to know characteristics 
and habitat of other noxious weeds.  
 

1. Pencils 
2. Crayons 
3. Markers 
4. How to Identify rangeland plants guide (gives examples of stems, 

flowers, and leaves) 

 

Teaching Activities: 

Instructional 

Approaches/Strategies 

Procedures 

Students will finish the 4-square diagram to create their own weed. 

Assessment: Have students play a matching game with photos and descriptions of weeds.  

Attachments: 

Invent a weed worksheet 

How to identify range plants guide 

Weed flash cards 
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Invent A Weed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weed Name 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Habitat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Characteristics 
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Canada Thistle  

Extensive underground root system. 
The leaves are very spiny and lobed, 
up The flowers are pink-purple. 

 

 

 

 

Dalmation Toadflax 
 
From the Mediterranean. 
 
 Flowers are similar to that of a 
snapdragon and large plants produce 
nearly 1/2 million seeds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diffuse Knapweed 
 
Flowers are usually white or pink 
A single plant can produce 
approximately 18,000 seeds 
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Leafy Spurge 
 

Contains a white milky sap. 
The leaves are small and oval and 
slightly wavy along the edges. 
The flowers are very small and are a 
greenish-yellow color. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Perenial Pepperweed 
 
It is a member of the mustard and 
cabbage family. 
Has woody stems, waxy leaves and 
clusters of small white flowers. It 
produces small fruits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poison Hemlock 
 

Toxic to people and all livestock 
 
Has  a smooth green stem, usually 
spotted or streaked with red or purple 
on the lower half of the stem. The 
leaves are finely divided and lacy. 
The flowers are small and form a 
cluster. 
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Purple Loosestrife 
The flowers are reddish purple. 

When the seeds are mature, the leaves 

often turn bright red through dehydration 

in early autumn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rush Skeleton Weed 
 
When the plant is cut or broken, it 
oozes a milky white sap. This weed 
thrives in well drained, sandy 
textured or rocky soils, along 
roadsides, in rangelands, pastures 
and grain fields. 
Has long thin stems and yellow 
flowers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Russian Knapweed 
Flowers are pink to purplish, and 
appear during the summer and fall. 
Russian Knapweed is toxic to horses 
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The Musk thistle  
It is a member of the daisy family Has 
showy red-purple flowers and sharply 
spiny stems and leaves. It is native to 
much of Europe and Asia except for 
the far north 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Puncture Vine 
Commonly known as a Goathead. 
The seed coat is extremely durable 
and contains many little seeds that 
can last up to 20 years before it turns 
into a plant. 
Has small yellow flowers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scotch Thistle 
Also Known as Cotton. Has coarse, 
spiny leaves and conspicuous spiny-
winged stems 
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Yellow Star Thistle  
Comes from the Mediterranean. 
It is a grayish-green plant with 
multiple rigid stems that extend in all 
directions from the base, and has 
bright yellow flowers ringed with long, 
sharp spines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotted Knapweed  

It produces up to 25,000 seeds that 
may remain in the soil for up to 8 
years. It is a native plant of Europe. 
Flowers are pink or purple .Has a 
natural herbicide (poison) that kills 
other plants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Field Bindweed 
Also called Morning Glory. It is a vine 
that has creeping roots and white 
flowers.   

It is found in cultivated fields, 
pastures, meadows, lawns, gardens, 
roadsides, parking lots and waste 
areas. 
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