Types and Categories of Range Plants
Growth Forms of Rangeland Plants
· 4 major growth forms:
· Grasses
· Grass-likes
· Forbs
· Shrubs

Grasses
· Most important and abundant kind of range plant
· Cover more than 1/5th of the earth’s land surface
· Jointed stems
· Stems are hollow between  the joints (or nodes)
· Leaves are in 2 rows along the stem
· Veins in the leaves are parallel
· No showy flowers
· All grasses are herbaceous (i.e., not woody)
· Size = very small to very large
· Great morphological variation
· Poacea family (the grass family)has 500 genera & 8,000 species

Grass-like Plants
· Look like grasses but have solid stems without joints
· Stems are often triangular
· Veins in the leaves are parallel
· Includes sedges and rushes

Forbs
· Herbaceous plants
· Broad leaves and showy flowers
· Above-ground growth dies back each year
· Veins in the leaves are net veins  although some forbs have  veins that are parallel
· Range wildflowers and weeds

Shrubs
· Woody plants with several main stems
· Usually have broad leaves
· Efficiently use water - invade into grasslands
· Deep roots to tolerate xeric environments
· Defenses against grazing:
· Chemical
· Physical
· Large plants
· Life Span


Length of time from the beginning of development to death of the plant
· Annuals – live for one growing season
· Winter Annuals




· Summer Annuals




· Biennials – live for two growing seasons



· Perennials – live from one year to the next




Season of Growth
· Cool Season ( or C3 plants)
· Make most growth in cool weather of spring and fall
· Flower mostly in early summer
· Provide spring/fall forage at lower elevations and summer forage at high elevations
· Adapted to cool, wet conditions
· Most plants in Idaho and northern states

· Warm Season( or C3 plants)
· Make most growth in warm summer periods
· Flower from mid-summer to early fall
· Provide forage in summer months
· Adapted to hotter, drier conditions
· Some of the warm regions of Idaho have a few warm season plants
· Common in southern states

Origin – Where plants came from
· Area where the plant evolved
· Native plants – originated in North America


· Introduced plants – Intentionally or accidentally brought to North America


· Invasive Species


· Noxious Weeds – 
2

